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Russ, Martin The Last Parallel 
Rinehart. Jan. 333p. $3.95. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club—January 
making war and books about war there seems 
end. The many memoirs generals, statesmen, and 
the like engaged our recent involvements leave little 
place for first book unknown author; yet Martin 
Russ succeeds least offering book that notably 
diferent from other treatments its material. 
The Last Parallel marine’s journal the Korean 
war, maintained—contrary regulations—as oppor- 


tunity allowed from Russ’s arrival Camp Pendleton 
for overseas training until the day before his return 
home from Ascom City. During most the thirteen 
months covered, Russ was corporal with the Ist 
Marine Division near the Imjin River. 


His jottings are reproduced almost exactly wrote 
them, including many rough drawings and maps, 
trenches, dugouts, bunkers, and camps. The lack 
revision results much crude writing, but also pro- 
vides very intimate view war seen its most 
important and least recognized participant: the com- 
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mon, slogging, griping footsoldier who somehow sur- 
vives the massive inefficiency that produces him win 
fight that does not understand. 

Despite the minute detail, however, the journal’s range 
extremely limited. There sense broad 
strategy large movements. Russ’s horizon few 
hundred yards the MLR (main line resistance), 
and reports only the squad and platoon activities 
which part. that tiny piece man’s 
land each hill becomes familiar his own hand, 
given its own name, holds momentous importance 
born having one’s life depend alertness such 
minutiae. 

The reader lives Russ’s days and nights with him: the 
fright first solitary watch; the nausea first 
death; reconnaissance patrols; snatch parties, for the 
recovery bodies; ambushes; the naked exposure 
aerial flares; the creeping approach mortar barrages; 
the horrendous silence that wakes one up; rations; 
the technique point man patrol; grenades, 
snipers, phosphorus shells, napalm bombs. The emo- 
tional range from the quiet relaxation after- 
noon gun-cleaning letter-writing the involun- 
tary defecation uncontrollable panic under direct 
fire. tense are some the accounts 
night patrol, which are nerve-racking anything 
devised Hollywood. 

The occasional escape from marine life, whether 
bottle and bawd. Russ just frank reporting 
clobbering Canadian Club, session with 
tute, the equipment prophylactic station, trial 
heroin with the routine policing butts 
“tromp and stomp.” argues, moreover, that the 
four-letter words marine parlance are casual show- 
ing bravado devoid their literal obscenity. Less 
convincingly insists that account such his can 
justice its subject without reproducing this feature. 
His journal consequently resorts freely language that 
shockingly coarse and offensive. The net result 
starkly realistic book, with literary pretentions, that 
should limited adult readers. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Powell, Richard The Philadelphian 
Scribners. Jan. 7,1957. 375p. $3.95. 


The erstwhile stuffy city Philadelphia present 
the midst lively renaissance, political, archi- 
tectural, artistic; and now, seems, even literary. 
Richard Powell’s The Philadelphian the latest 
small but growing series novels dealing with Phila- 
delphia’s upper crust. not the great Philadelphia 
novel but absorbing reading parts and, least 
Philadelphia, will the cause some apoplexy 
among its well-heeled citizens. 
form, this old-fashioned sort novel. de- 
velops from the thesis which the author states some- 
where the book, that Philadelphia society, unlike 
Boston’s which often compared, has not closed 
ranks and sometimes takes new members. All they 
have money and power, poise, balance and culture— 
and open scandals the family. tall order, but 


Best JANUARY 
can done, says Mr. Powell; and proceeds Roy Col 
narrate the story Anthony Lawrence, Philadelphia New 
lawyer, and the women who contributed his truth 
ticular ambitions and ultimate arrival. The story opens the 
1857 with coming Margaret O’Donnell, his great with Roy 
grand-mother, Philadelphia from Ireland. During 
her employment domestic with one the you 
families, Margaret develops burning, futile, ambi- lope, 
tion become member Philadelphia society. She 
succeeds only having child one its members, 
but passes this determination along her daughter Constant 
who turn passes her daughter until all splendid 
culminates Anthony. Hence four generations the plot 
fact accomplished. Anthony has all the requisites grates 
stated above, including the “no open scandals,” al- 
though there are several juicy ones which Anthony Mis 
himself not aware. witty, 
This sort thing old hat and has been making the human 
best sellers lists for years. What makes different considera 
its Philadelphia society. Philadelphia one the and 
great American cities, unique many ways, and Mr, cal Kenn 
Powell attempts analyze its customs and more and outstandi 
describes its essential flavor. comes off rather and adeq 
with the habits and inhabitants Rittenhouse Square novelists 
and the Main Line, which the only segment Phila- nedy 
delphia life deals with, unless you consider couple 
Irish and Italian characters who act dei 
china the rise Anthony Lawrence. But his proper 
Philadelphians are well drawn, not all black, not all 
white; and some them not very proper. They will 
enliven the table talk the Main Line the weeks Coyne, 
come and start rash guessing games, doubt, 
for the flavor Philadelphia city houses There are 
and squares and buildings, seems that Mr. Its plot 
Powell does not capture it. names the places but parish 
fails evoke their atmosphere. could any Nearly 
city. However, the title the book not Philadelphia ence that 
and suppose must not quibble. Anthony itself. 
rence typical one kind Philadelphian and the 
author succeeded portraying him very fully. many. 

Miriam Quinn, could wel 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 
author’s 
Kennedy, Margaret The Wild Swan pattern 
Rinehart. Jan. 7,1957. 315p. $3.95. Coyne 
large British movie studio decides film successful the 
play called The Wild Swan, which concerns the life faith. 
Dorothea Harding, minor Victorian novelist. This 
group writers and technical experts travel The 
mouth study the locale and discuss aspects the opposed 
story with some descendants the Harding family. occasional 
Among the writers are Alec Mundy, avant-garde the Rec 
ary critic, and movie script writer Roy Collins. Mundy 
had discovered Dorothea Harding’s private diary, but dedicated 
much was cryptic meaning. Mundy published St. Jar 
after supposedly deciphering correctly, and man 
claimed that mysterious referred was Dorothea’s Church. 
brother-in-law and that Dorothea had affair with lence 
him. trations. 
The scene now flashes back the time Dorothea, 
and learn that Mundy’s interpretation was wrong. 
The was imaginary hero, and was The poor 
turbed not about giving improper love match 
iss Price 


but about relinquishing career poetess. 
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Roy Collins begins doubt Mundy’s interpretation. 
New manuscripts and letters are discovered, and the 
truth comes general knowledge. The youngest 
the twentieth century Hardings, Cecilia, falls love 
with Roy, justice and romance are apparently suc- 
cessful this whimsical episode life. 
you like the novels Jane Austen, Anthony Trol- 
Angela Thirkell, Frank Swinnerton, you will 
like the novels Margaret Kennedy. She well- 
established British novelist who best known for The 
Constant Nymph and The Feast. Miss Kennedy 
splendid story teller, and her novels are always skill- 
fully plotted. She has social message. She demon- 
strates her novels that human nature eternally 
various, sorrowful, laughable, but, above all, fascinat- 
ing. Miss Kennedy has wry satiric touch, frequently 
witty, and always enjoyable. understanding 
human nature extremely perceptive, and she has 
considerable affection and sympathy for her characters, 
and for mankind general. The Wild Swan typi- 
cal Kennedy novel all these respects. not 
outstanding novel, but adroitly written, intelligent, 
and adequately entertaining. time when many 
novelists write sordid drivel, reading Margaret Ken- 
nedy pleasant pastime. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Coyne, Joseph The Threshing Floor 
Putnam. Jan. 4,1957. 315p. $3.95. 


There are dozen story threads The Threshing Floor. 
Its plot involves priests and people St. Celestine’s 
parish the New mill town Sligo Park. 
Nearly all its characters have history and experi- 
ence that could well the subject whole novel 
itself. The story Mario Sarto, his bishop, and the 
Byzantine pro-cathedral has many facets, almost too 
many. proper subordination and focus, this 
could well lead the defect trying say too much. 
What saves The Threshing Floor from failure the 
author’s skillful weaving theme and person together 
such fashion that the narrative’s basically complex 
pattern avoids confusion and achieves design. Mr. 
Coyne has succeeded winnowing wheat from chaff 
the threshing floor human passion and divine 
faith. 


This knowledgeable book. Its detail authentic. 
The aging Bishop Berge speaks man who 
opposed his pet projects and thereby driven 
occasionaliy imprudent decision. The conversations 
the Rectory echo every rectory, from the dining-room 
pontificating the pastor the genial gossip the 
dedicated housekeepers. Dr. Hugh Critcherlee, Rector 
St. James Episcopal Church, fits the open-minded 
man intelligence who thinking his way into the 
Church. Professor Romango embodies the Latin vio- 
lence sacrilegious revolt compensate for his frus- 
trations. Eulalia Pinard and Judge Francis Dolan 
tepresent the piety and the pressures exerted ecclesi- 
astical circles the faithful the upper social echelon. 

poor live, too: the drunken Corrigan, the 
Grondins and their mongoloid child, the fanatical 
Miss Price, and the aging colored lady, the genuine 


Coyne West 


mystic, Balsam Bulfinch. The treatment church 
matters such parish internecine rivalries, the Sacra- 
ments, miracles, ecstasies, levitation, martyrdom, canon- 
ization and interdict, all are authoritatively and taste- 
fully done. 


There bit too much the melodramatic involved. 
The love tubercular Domy Cossa for Mario verges 
the psychotic. Before her complete recovery from 
her illness, she seduced Tony Bramah, profes- 
sional Lothario, who turns out leader the 
occult and pathological Black Mass rites. Tony dis- 
guises himself priest and gets away with until 
Mario exposes him. Finally, overplays his appeal 
Domy and gets himself murdered the outraged 
Professor Romango. 


little too much, also, happens Mario. boy 
witnesses Valentina Brunelli’s death under loco- 
motive. Valentina’s pregnancy and her death were 
caused Jim Warren, who rejected her. Mario meets 
Jim years the University, discovers his identity 
and the anguish causes Jim put revolver his 
mouth and pull the trigger—this the eve his 
wedding. Mario the extrinsic cause scandal, 
temporarily suspended from the exercise his priestly 
functions, plays part what may may not 
miracle. 

For all its melodrama, would not accurate 
charge The Threshing Floor with sensationalism. 
tone too dispassionate, too un-rhetorical, too expertly 
understated for that. However, because its involuted 
scope and content, has become novel event more 
than person. What happens overrides the 
subtler and more artistic aspects why happened. 
With the single exception Mario Sarto, the whole 
cast characters suffers from the inanition being 
types. Well-drawn though they be, types can never 
substitute for individuals. 

The Threshing Floor not great novel; but emi- 
nently readable and recommended adults who enjoy 
tale good ermerging from the mists evil. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


West, Rebecca The Fountain Overflows 
Viking. Dec. 10, 1956. 435p. $5.00. 


(Literary Guild Choice—January 


Clare Keith was already launched 
career concert pianist when she met Piers Aubrey 
and married him, abandoning her career, and becoming 
the mother four children, Cordelia, Rose (who tells 
their story) and her twin sister Mary, and Richard 
Quin. Papa has traveled, handsome, 
writer, and man who cannot stay long one 
job, either because loses interest because 
succeeds antagonizing employer after employer; but 
there always Mr. Morpurgo, millionaire who ad- 
mires Piers very much, set him some new post 
some new place. When this thoroughly enjoyable, 
leisurely and stylistically fine novel opens, Papa 
leaving Mama with the four children Highland 
farm Scotland for the summer months after what 
must have been somewhat disastrous stay Edin- 
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burgh, (where they had come from South Africa), 
while goes off investigate some business Man- 
chester prior taking new permanency editor 
the Lovegrove, (suburban London), Gazette. 
Though fails write during these anxious months, 
still adored his family. His wife shocked, 
but not dismayed find that has sold her best 
furniture from their Edinburgh flat, leaving them only 
very shabby stuff move Lovegrove. But finally 
turns Lovegrove and continues delight and 
endear himself his children and his devoted Clare 
through series events which learn little more 
than would have been known the growing nine- 
year-old Rose. One day, leaves and never returns; 
and the little family has keep on, somehow. 

But, though his influence pervades this story, The 
Fountain Overflows concerned primarily with his 
family: his admirable wife who has discovered that 
poor Cordelia has musical talent, while the twins 
are “born musicians” with almost innate under- 
standing and love music and whom she devotes 
great deal time and energy making them 
accomplished pianists; Cordelia, resenting rejection 
which she feels particularly because the attention 
given the twins, and resenting, too, the continual 
poverty that binds the little family, particularly when 
she convinced that she has ahead her grand 
career violinist; Mary and Rose, who are complete- 
adjusted their particular situation and are happy, 
mischievous and quite discerning youngsters; and Rich- 
ard Quin, happily spoiled but insouciant boy with 
much more practical sense than might expected 
have achieved. 


Rose and her mother are involved one almost in- 
credible adventure with poltergeists their first visit 
Clare’s schoolfriend Constance and her daughter, 
Rosamund. And the whole family becomes involved, 
quite naturally chance, murder case which 
wife accused having poisoned her wealthy hus- 
band. The denouement satisfactory, promising 
happy future for all, except possibly the loyal Clare 
who must still mourn for the runaway Piers. 


This superbly written novel characterization, 
with fond nostalgia for years gone and time that 
has disappeared almost beyond memory’s power re- 
call. there need state the theme the book, 
think must written thus: Unselfish love 
fountain that overflows nurture and enrich life and 
bring flower and fruit happiness. And this 
one book which can recommended unreservedly 


all readers. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Habe, Hans 
Fell. Dec. 466p. $4.95. 


1945 the German people saw the collapse the 
Third Reich that was supposed have lasted thou- 
sand years. nightmarish period their history now 
followed; for their cities were mostly ruins, their 
currency practically worthless, and the simplest neces- 
sities life could only had paying fantastic 
prices. Worst all the four victorious nations, who 
had divided their country, treated them they 


Off Limits 


Habe Beaty 
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were morally responsible for Hitler’s crimes. 
Habe, officer the American army occupation, 
made mental notes all that witnessed and has 
based his present novel upon them. has already 
appeared Germany where has become best-seller, 
Now Ewald Osers has made available American 
readers excellent English translation. 

Most the action take place Munich, the cradle 
Nazism and headquarters the United States 
Army. The principal Americans this book are Col, 
Hunter, Majors O’Hara and Frank Gren, and the 
ter’s brother Captain George Green, while the leading 
Germans are Adam Wild, physician, Ilse Schmidt, 
prostitute, Elizabeth von Zutraven, the wife the 
former Nazi governor France, and Colonel von 
Sibelius, participant the plot assassinate Hitler 
during the war. 


The author usually concentrates upon two these 
persons time, explains their particular problems 
the tension betwen them, and leads some 
matic moment their relationship. Then switches 
another couple, follows the same procedure their 
case, and only later mentions the sequel the 
former crisis. This constant backtracking becomes an- 
noying after while, and few places fails offer 
adequate explanation for the actions particular 
individual. 


many respects this outstanding book. points 
out numberless ways the depths degradation 
which poverty reduced the German people, how black- 
markets inevitably arose, and how they operated with 
the connivance the Americans. makes realize 
the absurdity labelling whole people guilty for the 
crimes their government, the impossibility en- 
forcing the laws about non-fraternization, and the in- 
justice drawing hard-and-fast rules for the ex- 
Nazis without making due allowance for the circum- 
stances that prompted person join the Party. 
gives wonderful insight into the mind defeated 
people, and shows the confusion among them; for 
some advocated revival militarism and others were 
just bitterly opposed rearmament any kind. 
Finally brings out how the growing menace Com- 
munism drew the Germans and the Americans closer 
together. 
pity, therefore, that the author, doubt 
order realistic possible, has devoted much 
space the seamy side life the Munich those 
days, the almost incredible sadism and lust Major 
O’Hara, the prostitutes who sold their virtue for 
two packages cigarettes, and the illicit love affairs 
that were carried both Germans and Americans. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Beaty, David The Proving Flight 
Morrow. 314p. $3.75. 


her four powerful turbo-prop engines roared 
thunderous farewell, the Emperor headed westward 
into the night, carrying with her Britain’s dream 
capturing the leadership trans-Atlantic passenger 
service. Unconventionally designed for fast, long-range 
flights, she was claimed her builders the only 
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aeroplane capable always operating 
tween London and New York. Now that she was 
safely airborne her several passengers, among them Sir 
James Joliffe, chairman Air Enterprises Limited, and 
Mr. Brocklehurst, Under-Secretary State, relaxed 
comfortably the plane rested the hands her 
specially chosen crew headed Captains Cavendish 
and Bellamy. 


But the Emperor’s widely publicized proving flight was 
soon destined demonstrate salient point—she was 
not built fly the claims the public relations 
Buffeted unprecendented headwinds, the 
mammoth machine was forced make unscheduled 
Iceland and reached Idlewild Airport several 
hours late. the short hop Bermuda and the 
long trip home England she had flown below 
her normal altitude due improper functioning her 
de-icing The Emperor, the flight proved, was 
strong and fast, with good engines, and had terrific 
passenger capacity. But she rested safely her 
hangar after the near-disastrous tossing around, was 
evident her planners that would take some time 
before planes her type could carry out the role 
written for them. 

sure, there are people involved The Proving 
Flight; but the story essentially that aeroplane. 
Each her passengers and crew members has his 
her own ambitions and desires, fears and hopes, weak- 
ness and strength, hopes and frustrations. Each one 
these traits separately revealed during those tense 
hours fear the air and the days carefree relaxa- 
tion New York and Romance, too, finds 
its place the lives Captain Bellamy and one 
the stewardesses. But the author, who was formerly 
airline pilot, has closer affinity the Emperor 
than has with her human cargo. Action-packed 
and suspenseful, and remarkably devoid any un- 
savory elements except for occasional vulgarism and 
several instances profanity, The Proving Flight 
rather satisfactory fare for starting off the new year. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Ginzburg, Natalia 
Dutton. 256p. $3.95. 


This novel, translation from the original Italian, 
Italy from the late Thirties through the war 
years. unusual that gives picture the war 
Italy, already vivid most us, from native 
viewpoint. 

the beginning the book, Mrs. Ginzburg relates the 
dull, commonplace happenings wealthy provincial 
household northern Italian town. The father, 
four young students, elderly housekeeper, and their 
neighbors are ablivious the approaching war 
Americans thousands miles away. Gradually, how- 
ever, the outbreak the war and subsequent events 
shaping its course affect the young people and their 
elders. 

The father dies, the young men the family become 
involved local politics, the young girls love affairs, 
while the housekeeper continues her preoccupation 
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with household duties. The lonely youngest girl and 
the lonely boy across the street, both suffering from lack 
parental interest and supervision, drift into in- 
tellectual friendship and ultimately 
affair. This phase the story told with great deal 
understanding and restraint. 

this point, Cenzo Rena, elderly eccentric friend 
the girl’s father, appears. Anna, the girl, because 
she has one else turn her bewilderment and 
desperation, confides him. marries Anna and 
takes her his village the South Italy. 


The balance the novel deals with the people 
Cenzo Rena’s village and how they are affected the 
war. Through these people and their problems, are 
given insight into the warm unselfish character 
Cenzo Rena. 

This book, which quite interesting, does, however, 
have one puzzling feature—an almost total lack 
living out their lives during crucial war without any 
contact with the Church except for few very fleeting 
references prayer, Catholic burial, priest. would 
almost seem the author deliberately left out the 


Church. 
Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 
Maddux, Rachel The Green Kingdom 


Simon Schuster. Jan. $4.00. 


Three men and two girls plow their weary way through 
this oversized adventure piece, Green Mansions set- 
ting with props Ivory Soap. Somehow was pos- 
sible believe Rima, the bird-girl; this book, 
however, Justin and Erma and Arthur and Joe and 
Gwendolyn never come life. The author seems 
interested not making her characters act like 
human beings but writing book. 

Will Gwendolyn have cup tea now that hot? 
What had happened Arthur that should have 
done such thing? But had killed Joe, then 
whom would they send after him? Will Erma become 
Justin’s And will she bear his child? The book 
crammed with questions, evidently intended 
suspense-making device, and pseudo-philosophical ba- 
nalities about lite. Being committed reviewing The 
Green Kingdom like being chained chair before 
continuous showing thousand and one 
“Guiding Lights” and “Storms Heart.” 

The dust-jacket sums the adventure the five 
people: “Unbelieving but curious, they follow old 
map showing the way The Green Kingdom, secret 
place the Rockies the mountains the point 
marked the map cleft opens before them. They 
enter it, slipping from the familiar into totally strange 
terrain Soon they know that the legend The 
Green Kingdom true. The cleft the mountains 
will not open again for ten years. This the story 
what happens the five adventurers during those 
years: how their children are born; how they tame 
strange animals; how they name places and days and 
seasons; how love and jealousy and hate grow; how 
symphony finished; how man killed; what hap- 
pens when, last, possible again return the 
familiar world.” 
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The publisher’s blurb, however, does not mention how 
the characters ignore God completely, how they blas- 
pheme casually, how much the flesh enters their world. 
And the tediousness the writing! Precluding the 
Hudson setting, one might say that this novel the 
James Farrell-X.X. Secks tradition. 


Referring the book-year 1946, Pauline Leader 
makes the observation that the books published then 
hit new low, perhaps was because book reviewing 
hit new low, too. “How many reviewers these days 
are really honest? ‘Utterly wonderful,” says the re- 
viewer book that turns out utterly terrible. 
You can’t believe the reviewers these days any more 
than you can believe the publishers’ ads the blurbs 
the book jacket. the book reviewers would come 
right out and say this that book was terrible might 
scare our authors into doing better.” 


Miss Maddux, I’m scaring you. You can better 
work. This book “terrible.” 


Arthur MacGillivray, S.J., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Hayes, Marrijane and Joseph Bon Voyage 
Random House. Jan. 313p. $3.95. 

you have gone, with without children, Europe, 
you will possible mildly entertained this book. 
But after you have carefully read every page it, you 
will wonder why you did, because there simply not 
enough substance for book three hundred 
pages. There much repetition and much effort 
build trifling incidents into important events. Harry 
Willard and his wife Katie, from Terra Haute, Indiana, 
take their children, Amy, Elliott and Skipper Europe. 
the boat, Amy meets Nick O’Mara, who accom- 
panies the family goodly part the time that the 
Willards are Europe. assumes the role 
narrator. spends much time philosophizing upon 
the attitude Amy toward Nick O’Mara and upon 
the attitude Elliott toward the many girls that 
Elliott met and courted briefly the tour. say 
simply that this speculation Harry’s not especially 
profound is, perhaps, make the understatement 
1957. The style colloquial and breezy. This be- 
comes almost unbelievably tiresome the end 
chapter one, and there are, this point, eleven more 
chapters. 


There reason believe that the family received 
any benefits from the trip. Notre Dame Cathedral 
made more impression upon them than did one 
the street lamps Paris. Now and then Harry and 
his wife attended cocktail parties; and Harry, re- 
counting them, unintentionally made them tiresome 
such parties are reality. The art writing 
humorous prose indeed rare art. Certainly the 
team Marrijane and Joseph Hayes has not even 
begun master it. They should never again attempt 
“humorous” book, which what they definitely in- 
tended this book isn’t. 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyolo University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Best SELLERs 


Saroyan, William The Whole Voyald 
Little, Brown. Nov. 1956. 243p. $3.75. 


William Saroyan has done again. That is, has 
come once more with his familiar catalogue 
awfully people. has written group 
short stories about warm, honest, ordinary mortals and 
interspersed these with few outriders like the very 
strange manager piano warehouse and reflective, 
moving Oriental murderer. often, though, 
writing about himself—once callow writer-to-be, now 
daring young man off the flying trapeze kicking through 
miles sand along thought-provoking beachfront. 


Incidentally, the “Voyald” the title not Willie 
Howardese, but, Saroyan explains, way saying 
Void,, Voyage, and the World the same time.” And 
this what has given these quiet, gentle 
even measure emptiness, movement, and 


life. 
Matthew O’Rourke, 
University Scranton 
Prebble, John Disaster Dundee 


Harcourt. 242p. $4.00. 


This unusual book. tells the story bridge, 
the gigantic Tay Bridge Scotland. Just about every- 
thing possible told; the planning the bridge, the 
financing, the building, the testing, the opening, and 
finally, the collapse the bridge. This happened 
December 28, 1870 while passenger train was crossing. 


Except for professional bridge builders can’t see 
why anyone would pick this book; but once picked 
hard book put down. holds interest 
better than many novels. 

Mr. Prebble English journalist with nose for 
news and has taken the trouble track down every 
angle that the reader might find interest in. The lan- 
guage not technical and items are clearly blocked 
out that you can easily skip what doesn’t interest you. 
American readers might interested the detailed 
account General Grant’s visit the bridge. 
His remark serves chapter heading, very long 
bridge.” 

The book indirectly gives vivid picture the mental 
processes the Scottish people the last century, 
their aspirations, fears and proclivity read spiritual 
meaning into every event. 

James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 


Bassing, Eileen Home Before Dark 
Random House. Jan. 14,1957. 335p. $3.50. 

Home Before Dark absorbing story young 
wife’s return her college town home from mental 
hospital where she has spent two years. book 
certain compared The Snake Pit and likely 
prove morbidly fascinating those who found the 
earlier novel so. Mrs. Bassing has 
novel skilifully and the characters are drawn con- 
vincingly. the end, the reader led believe that 
the heroine, Charlotte Bronn, professor’s wife, has 
come out the dark and will henceforward able 
lead normal life—that say: normal pagan 
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life. For, regrettably, the book written purely 
pagan level. 


One feels that Charlotte almost obsessed sex and 
she measures her recovery her ability attract her 
husband sexually. last sick attempt what 
she thinks wants her most poignant and 
well-realized episode, revealing Charlotte’s own con- 
fusion and her husband’s superficial and ambitious 
character. Although she fails her immediate object, 
the incident provides her with the insight she needs 
realize that her husband has never loved her for her- 
self but, rather, for her step-sister whom 
imitated. felt this was valid and convincing climax 
and, given the characters and the situation, the resolu- 
tion divorce her husband logical. 
Although Mrs. Bassing said Catholic, Char- 
only experience with Catholicism shown 
unfortunate episode Catholic boarding school 
from which she was expelled for having “crush” 
another girl. The Sisters the school are sketched 
briefly, but unsympathetically. 
think the merit this book rests its plea for greater 
understanding among people and acceptance 
people they are. For several reasons basic the 
nature this novel, seems suitable only for mature 
and discriminating adult readers. 

Adele Nash, 

Buffalo, New York 


Roosenburg, Henriette 

The Walls Came Tumbling Down 
Viking. Jan. 10,1957. 248p. $3.50. 
May 1945, Russian forces entered Waldheim 
southeastern Germany. Before the Nazis fled they 
threw open the gates two prisons and joyful throng 
men and women, most them political prisoners 
many nations, issued forth and began the long trek 
home. The Walls Came Tumbling Down the story 
four Hollanders, three women and man. Nell was 
thirty, Zip, twenty-eight, Joke, twenty; Dries, the lone 
male, was twenty-six. The girls had been the Dutch 
underground when captured the Gestapo and Dries 
had been merchant seaman. four had been con- 
demned death, but the Nazis sometimes allowed 
their victims die starvation succumb the 
diseases rampant the prisons. 
After the hardships imprisonment the Hollanders 
were condition for long journey foot, but the 
urge the way was overpowering. Accordingly 
they set out their Odyssey which lasted five weeks 
and ended joyous reunion with their families. Hen- 
Roosenburg, who Zip the book, tells the 
story the first person and with engaging simplicity 
that sure have the reader cheering for them every 
mile the way. 
Reaching the Elbe river after many adventures they 
“organized,” (equivalent “liberated”), small boat. 
For three days they sailed downstream hoping reach 
the American lines Dessau. But Coswig Russian 
sentries seized their boat and turned them into refugee 
camp await transportation home. Zip’s 
the Dutch party got aboard Ameri- 
can plane bound for Brussels. The rest was easy. 


Roosenburg Norman Merton 
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bit more hitchhiking and the weary travelers were being 
welcomed their families. 


Among the impressions the book likely make 
reader two claim attention. First all, charity 
genuine force the world. The three young women 
would not begin their homeward journey until pro- 
visions was made for the inmates who were too sick 
leave the prison. the road they themselves were 
often befriended their former enemies. The other 
distinct and entirely opposite impression the Russian 
soldier. Their liberators were often menacing 
their former captors had been. The Russians looted 
everywhere destroyed what they 
couldn’t carry away. They were constantly the 
hunt for women and only the most ingenious escaped 
them. Zip thought them childish. “Even their 
most brutal they’re kind mindless, like little kids.” 


This true story adventure well worth the readers’ 
attention. 
James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Norman, Juniper and the General 
Morrow. Jan. 15,1957. 254p. $3.75. 

The story Mexican “Padre” who refused rec- 
ognize expediency dealing with situations, 
found them his village, even though ordered 
his Bishop. 


This delightful satire the mixture politics and 
religion found Mexico, where both give ground 
the dollars the American “Touristas.” Father 
Juniper, who had put Wisconsin Monastery its 
feet making “shoe cheese,” was sent smooth the 
friction between “General” Braga, who had eye 
American and the natives Santiago 
Gante. His predecessor had allowed the general 
keep the Statue Santiago (St. James) and conduct 
his own private fiesta, although this was contrary 
all custom. Father Juniper recovers the statue, with 
the aid old bandit, the saloon-keeper, the town 
atheist, the bell-ringer, and series minor “miracles,” 
but not without mishaps himself and threats re- 
crimination from his bishop. 

one who has read Don Camillo, the story lacks 
simplicity and humor that appeal, but itself, 
amusing tale real “padre” who comes out his 
“other world” meet the everyday problems his 
peoples. pleasing, humorous tale that can recom- 


mended for all. 
John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Merton, Thomas The Silent Life 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 178p. $3.50. 

Evelyn Waugh has observed that America discover- 
ing the monastic life and its meaning because 
Thomas Merton. The Silent Life will extend that 
knowledge and widen that discovery modern world 
which the monastic vocation tends present itself 
problem and scandal. sensate culture that 
profoundly irreligious the monk appears incompre- 
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hensible even some Christians. Paradoxically, in- 
terest the monastic life and the most inspiring re- 
vivals this monastic spirit are experienced when 
expect them least. These 178 pages will reveal some- 
thing the immanent mystery life rich the 
mercy and goodness God—a fascinating review 
all the branches the religious family. 


The monk person called God enter into the 
dilemma and mystery the God Who both im- 
manent and transcendent, not the process philo- 
sophical speculation but the obscure and hidden 
path theological faith. God found the soul 
and united Him bond intimate marriage. 
The monk strives one with Him Whom one can- 
forgotten, lost lost the world which never- 
theless exists Him. Father Merton offers for prayer- 
ful consideration the two principal classes monks— 
the cenobites who follow communal life and the 
hermits who live solitary existence. the first 
are grouped the Beneaictines and the Cistercians; with- 
the latter, the Carthusians and the Camaldolese. 
both classes find monastic solitude, poverty, 
obedience, silence, and prayer which dispose the soul 
for the mysterious union with God. 


This meditational study the religious life will in- 
terest many whose knowledge the Benedictines 
restricted the Gregorian chant the monks 
Solesmes. describes the beginnings the Benedic- 


tine Observance and its introduction here America, 
presents the Cistercians and the Trappists Europe 


and this country, and offers most detailed account 
the Carthusians, the most solitary and austere order 
the Church. learn that the Carthusian founda- 
tion Whitingham, Vermont, very much the 
experimental stage and that directed the psy- 
chiatrist-priest, Dom Thomas Vernor More, who him- 
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self just recently completed The Life Man with God, 
The spirit and observance Oriental monasticism 
the Western Church represented Father Merton 
his description the Camaldolese hermits. 


This tiny book has irresistible power over reader 
and pray that will impress thousands penetrate 
the logic the concluding words The Silent 
“Wherever society favors true liberty, monks will 
integral part that society because hte monastery 
itself the home rtanscendent and spiritual free- 


dom.” 
Thomas Wassmer, Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City New Jersey 


Sarton, May The Fur Person 


Rinehart. Jan. 3,1957. 106p. $2.75. 

Miss May Sarton, whom housekeeper has admired 
her roles novelist, short story writer, 
has now undertaken penetrate the secret thoughts 
the Fur Person—the cat, other words, who loved 
humans the right way, allowed keep his 
nity, reserve and freedom. Miss Sarton apparently 
housekeeper such cat—formerly Gentleman Cat, 
and now Gentle Cat, Cat Peace—as myself. 
His name Tom Jones, and his experiences closely 
parallel many own; the chapter concerned with 
his catnip hangover brought back particularly delirious 
memcries. This book is, course, primarily intended 
for human beings, indeterminate age, (though neces- 
sarily with enough experience Fur Persons 
able recognize little all Mr. Jones), 
but only Fur Person can truly evaluate it. And 
strikes rather disturbing book, for Miss 
Sarton, who has somehow managed learn about 
them, has revealed for all see the Ten Command- 
ments the Gentleman Cat (“A Gentleman Cat does 
not mew except extremity.” Commandment 
“When frightened, Gentleman Cat looks bored.” 
Commandment V.), plus eleventh, somewhat eso- 
teric, with which should inclined take issue— 
but with the Commandment’s originator, Tom 
Jones, not its reporter, Tom Jones’ housekeeper, that 
account. One can cnly hope that unfair advantage 
will not taken Fur Persons the light this 
revelation, (frightening them deliberately, for example, 
just see whether they will look bored); this, must 
seen, might easily result the need for complete 
Commandment-revision, very nearly 
thought. Human concerns being somewhat different 
from feline ones, inquired housekeeper, Fur 
Person lover some discretion, what her opinion 
Miss Sarton’s book was. She said she thought charm- 
ing,—and revealing. 

Capo (the Fur Person 
Anita Monsees) 
Ithaca, New York 


Whitehead, Don The F.B.I. Story 
Random House. Nov. 28, 1956. 368p. $4.95. 


big book, full interesting summaries case his- 
tories from the files the Federal Bureau Investiga- 
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tion with supplementary notes from pp. 329-357 and 
Index, this account the origins, growth, methods 
and scope the should prove considerable 
interest the general reader. begins with the story 
the murderous dynamiting United Air Lines 
Number 629 November 1955, which 
persons perished because hulking 23-year-old wanted 
collect insurance his mother, and which was 
the record time. ends with the 
account the work solving the mystery 
the kidnapping 33-day-old Peter Weinberger July 
But between these two cases there are many 
other accounts the work the through the 
years from its beginning 1908 through the war years 
1914-1918, through the era with its 
gangster complications, the anti-sabotage 
work prior 1941, the special investigative 
the F.B.I. breaking Nazi and Com- 
munist plots South American nations, and the anti- 
communist successes the F.B.I. the United States. 


The F.B.I. had its beginning during the land-grab in- 
vestigations Theodore Roosevelt’s time, when the 
Department Justice following the practice other 
Departments, “borrowed” agents 
Treasury Department’s Secret Service gather evi- 
dence criminal activity fraudulent manipulation 
the public lands. President Roosevelt directed At- 
Charles Bonaparte “create investigative 
ervice within the Department Justice subject 
department bureau, which would report 
except the Attorney General,” and July 26, 
the order was issued creating the agency 
Attorney General Bonaparte. 


The went through stormy times its early years. 
caught almost unprepared the World 
War and the elaborate attempts made early that 
sabotage any war-effort the part Ameri- 
industry that might help the Allied Armies. 
the round-up “draft dodgers,” and later 
rds the “Palmer Raids,” was compromised 
tvilian (and veteran) vigilante groups, and the 
had bear the brunt charges that was invading 
the rights citizens and serving “cossack police” 
civic immunities. 


The Bureau was completely reorganized and revitalized 
under Attorney General Harlan Stone, who was the 
who selected the then-young lawyer, Edgar 
Hoover head the Department. His choice was 
most auspicious; and Stone defended and sup- 
the and Hoover through the years which 
inally made one the most efficient and effective 
for national security. The code estab- 
Hoover for the selection, training and policies 
has been scrupulously designed respect 
rights and co-operate with rather than super- 
ede local and state authority. Except certain super- 
quarters among the intelligentsia, the F.B.I. 


commands and deserves the respect all Ameri- 
cans, 


“definitive” history the Bureau Investigation, 
Whitehead’s book seems, this reviewer, wanting 
the score clearly organized presentation. strict 
plan development the story 
night have been sacrificed the author favor 


McCullough Sheean 357 


his present method which seems calculated make 
the work more popular. But most other counts, 
this book which should not only interest but in- 
struct “the People” about the value the services 
admirable and necessary defense public order 
and security. 


McCullough, Esther Morgan 

Life New York 
Coley Taylor, Inc. Dec. 1236p. $10.00. 
The preparation this anthology must have been 
work love which alleviated the drudgery research 
reading among files old magazines, half-forgotten 
books, newspaper files, and the works hundreds 
poets and peasants and princes 
Miss McCullough has divided her anthology into three 
sections. The first includes 670 pages what good 
many years ago might have been described “divers 
tales from divers hands,” all them fragrant with 
the same rue, remembering New York City, sometimes 
bitterly acrid, sometimes heavy-sweet, but mostly fresh 
and exciting. Then follow some 120 pages bou- 
quet poesy, some pedestrian peddler with 
fallen arches, some arching aloft with the vigor and 
grace the Bridge Brooklyn. After that, from page 
799 the end, valuable collection fragments 
patterned chronological design form history 
New York that draws from all sorts sources. The 
book beautifully printed with color photograph 
the modern New York skyline night serving 
frontispiece, gateway into book that can 
treasure-lode enjoyment. 


Sheean, Vincent First and Last Love 
Random House. Oct. 305p. $4.75. 


This the autobiography very special music lover 
and listener. But Mr. Sheean more competent 
critic than most music lovers and more erudite about 
music than most listeners. What has observed 
enthusiast has recorded expositor. 


music has been lucky enough the right place 
the right time. Thus can chatty about 
Caruso’s death, about Toscanini, about the reopening 
the rebuilt Vienna Opera House, about events 
Salzburg, Bayreuth and Milan’s Scala. speaks 
basis John McCormack, Mary Garden, 
Lotte Lehmann; makes searching analysis the 
relationship between music and world politics; and 
the meaning music living. his best, how- 
ever, when dealing with opera, for which has 
exuberant addiction. 


First.and Last Love exhilarating book. The reader 
will hang the writer’s words from the opening chap- 
ter, describing the annual Chautauqua Pana, 
the final up-to-date details souped-up hi-fi ap- 
paratus. will murmur little two flaws, (or 
perhaps only two sides the same flaw), the warp 
the fabric. The background that Sheean draws 
more comprehensive than mere amateur can fol- 
low and too critically opinionated for the casual 
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one-on-the-aisle customer dispute. Nevertheless, 


the book most readable and enjoyable. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Granlund, Nils Blondes, Brunettes and Bullets 
McKay. Jan. 11,1957. 300p. $4.00. 

Blondes, Brunettes, and Bullets covers the forty-dd 
fateful years the life Nils Granlund who, 
1910 thereabouts, forsook his triple-threat status 
the Portland (R. I.) sports, police and drama 
reporter become press agent and stunt manufac- 
turer for vaudeville circuit impresario, Marcus Loewe. 
Granlund, more popularly known these many years 
N.T.G., went from press agentry practically every 
other phase the entertainment world. was vaude- 
ville actor; ran night-clubs and restaurants, produced 
shows, served talent scout; was adviser Ziegfeld; 
was the movies; ran radio station WHN; did four 
years TV; and still looking for worlds conquer. 


Broadway and Hollywood promoter, 
friended and fostered many worthwhile talents, includ- 
ing Clara Bow, (now wife Nevada’s Lieut. Governor 
Rex Bell); Ethel Merman, Joan Crawford, Joe Louis, 
Morton Downey, Ginger Rogers, Harriet Hilliard (now 
Mrs. Ozzie Nelson), Milton Berle, Barbara Stanwyck, 
songwriter Jimmy McHugh and many others. 

For all the wealth anecdotal detail, this highly per- 
sonal memoir has little the color its title suggests. 
Granlund may have been “an insider the wild vio- 
lent days the 20’s,” with their gangster-backed 
bistros, and on; but the reader left the outside 
the wearisome telling tale likely find its most 
receptive audience among showfolk and clubbers 


the prohibition era. 
Arthur North, 


The Daily News, 
New York, New York 


Descola, Jean The Conquistadors 
Viking. Jan. 404p. $5.00. 

Near the close the XVth Century, Columbus re- 
turned Europe with the first news the discovery 
New World, still mistakenly believed the 
mainland Asia. When the true nature his dis- 
covery was finally appreciated, there flashed across the 
horizon, during the XVIth Century, one the most 
fantastic all historical phenomena—the era Los 
Conquistadores, those almost indescribable explorer- 
conquerors who subdued continent the name 
faith, with blood and for gold. Ths story the Con- 
quistadors and their conquest New World told 
this translation French historian’s earlier pub- 


lished work. 


The author tells his story four parts; each the 
first three centered about major character; the fourth 
tying loose ends well giving general evalua- 
tion the group. Descola begins with Cristoforo 
Colombo, perhaps the greatest the group, detailing 
his early life, the genesis his ideas, the voyages and 
discoveries themselves, the disputes and final fate 
“the Admiral the Ocean Sea.” considers Colum- 
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bus the magnificent failure, who did not appreciate the 
significance his discoveries, who used every trick 
charlatanry advance his cause and who, finally, 
turned religion and penitence when worldly 
failed. Throughout this section there are numeroy 
references Columbus’ possible Jewish origin and the 
author presents various bits evidence without eve 
reaching definite conclusion. 


Part Two deals with Hernan Cortes and the 
tion Mexico, with Cortes pictured general, 
man and politician; the question Montezuma’s 
lation being explained the grounds Aztec religion, 
This is, perhaps, the best part the book, 
section pre-Columbian America with the origins 
migration and cultural development the major In. 
dian groups. 

Part Three deals with Pizarro Peru and indicates tha 
major factor his success was political rivalry 
tween two Inca chiefs. Part Four tells about Valdivia 
and the Araucanians; Narvaez and the colonization 
Florida; Soto and the Mississippi; Coronado and the 
Seven Cities Cibola; Alvarado and Central 
and the search for Dorado, involving Orellana and 
the voyage down the Amazon; Quesada and 
cazar’s discovery Colombia; the discovery and 
pation the Plata and host other inland ex. 
plorations. This Part Four concludes with the work 
Bartolomeo las Casas helping the Indians and 
with summary conquistador characteristics, ade 
quately describing both the heroic and the bestial. 
many cases, however, their zeal for spreading the Faith 
practices. 

All all, this book fair summary the 
tador and can recommended suitable for 
who will bear mind that introductory 
and not detailed analysis the problems 


nomena involved. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 
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Lewis. Till Have Faces 
Harcourt, Brace. 313p. $4.50. 


Lewis has rewritten novel form the myth 
Cupid and Psyche, youngest three king’s 
and beautiful that people worshipped her instead 
Venus. 

Lewis’ novel makes the king cruel, weak, semi-bar 
barian; his eldest daughter, Arnal, strong, intelligent 
but ugly woman; the second daughter, Redival, 
tiful and oversexed; and the third, Psyche, lovely, 
innocent child, who first reverenced the people 
but becomes the object their hatred when they 
pect she cause famine, plague and political disaster. 
She then exposed the mountainside sacrifice 
the Shadowbrute, off-spring Ungit, (Venus?). 


Arnal, helped the warrior Bardia, went the 
tain bury Psyche, only find her alive and happy, 
married god whose face she was not permitted 
see. Torn jealousy, Arnal persuaded Psyche view 
her husband night with hidden lamp and all 
Psyche’s happiness was shattered she was condemned 
wander alone and friendless over the earth’s face. 
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Arnal persuaded herself that her motive had been 
save Psyche from madness and that she was acting out 
love. Then the gods afflicted her that she turned 
against them and her pride wrote the story her 
life demonstrate that gods, indeed they existed, 
were cruel and unfair men. When her father died, 
became queen, having long and successful reign 
and being loved all her subjects. But her life was 
haunted visions and thoughts Psyche wander- 
ing through the world alone. those visions she saw 
and participated Psyche’s task until, finally, her 
old ahe, she learned that instead acting from love 
she had really acted from envy. When she sees and 
acknowledges her sin, forgiveness follows and she re- 
alizes that all men there something the divine. 


Many meanings might read into this semi tour-de- 
force; but essence analysis human motives 
and conduct, woven into the thread ancient myth 
which Mr. Lewis, his facility the use lan- 
guage, has given power and strange rough beauty. 
The ambivalence Arnal’s motives find their counter- 
part many our own; and her story, though pagan 
nature, holds fundamental germ truth. Those 
with classical education will enjoy the book; others 
may find dull. Because the nature the subject 
matter, should restricted adults. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Coon, Carleton The Seven Caves 


Knopf. Jan. 338p. $5.75. 

honest with the reader, good policy, hear), 
not quite sure how will like this book! The 
reason: the author has decided pioneer sort 
work, something halfway between the “popular” book 
archaeology and the technical report. Perhaps 
nearer the popular than the technical; although tech- 
nical report can occasionally written good clear 
English, too. 

any rate, should feel happier the non-specialist 
reader had already read several the admittedly popu- 
lar books first. Such would Gods, Graves and 
Scholars the more recent The Testimony the 
Spade. For the serious reader, ready take some- 
thing more solid than the detective story, perhaps this 
might superfluous preparation. not quite sure. 


any rate, have here fine book, which has bene- 
the long writing experience its energetic 
The reader may have read his The Story 
Man, which, understand, having very good (and 
deserved) 


Coon has opened hitherto archaeologically unex- 
plored areas the Middle East with most these 
which yielded very interesting Stone Age re- 
mains. Not only the story the actual archaeology 
makes good reading, but that the adventures 
“enjoyed” locating the sites, digging them, and re- 
the remains for adquate study. The archaeol- 
disadvantage, compared with the chemist 
the physicist, the fact that his laboratory out 
doors, and therefore accessible all sorts people 
and vicissitudes which could never intrude into 
indoor laboratory. 


Coon Belli 
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This not the place for small and carping criticisms 
the technical aspects the archaeology here de- 
scribed. These criticisms will transmitted directly 
the author. the whole, the book brilliant and 
sound—a difficult combination! 

Afghanistan, Iran, Syria, and North Africa have 
benefitted from the activities Dr. Coon, who seems 
indicate that his cave-digging days are over. won- 
der. the moment writing, Dr. Coon India, 
having rapidly surveyed the Far East, for—of all things 
—caves. More power him! 


Franklin Ewing, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Belli, Melvin Ready for the Plaintiff 
Holt. Dec. 338p. $6.50. 


“Ready for the Plaintiff,” the familiar response indicat- 
ing that are ready for trial, the title the 
most recent book Melvin Belli the San Fran- 
cisco Bar. 

The author advocate interested bringing about: 
better understanding and appreciation the prob- 
lems parties plaintiff and their trial counsel; com- 
bating what considers the “sinister” propaganda 
defendants and their insurance carriers; teaching those 
who would know more about law and procedure and 
the role party litigant personal injury and dam- 
age actions; adapting old and developing new methods 
and techniques that jurors may see and understand 
the facts and render more satisfactory verdicts. 


His thesis that all too many instances differences 
resources, skill and experience the parties and 
their counsel’s competence, preparation, presentation 
and advocacy result inadequate and unjust awards. 
partial remedy few lawyers organized the Na- 
tional Association Claimant’s Compensation Attor- 
neys and founded law journal for the encouragement 
scholarship, research, improvement the law and 
for the exchange ideas and information. Under the 
heading “demonstrative evidence,” pictures, models, 
maps, medical drawings, skeletons and artificial limbs 
have been put practical use the court room. The 
author argues that result the skillful use 
demonstrative evidence, more able and thorough prepa- 
ration and broadened borizons, more 
keen perception and appreciation opportunities and 
possibilities, the situation has been much improved. 


There are those who will differ with many the state- 
ments this interesting and controversial book. The 
Supreme Court Pennsylvania and all but one its 
members are singled out for caustic criticism. There 
are some misstatements made the federal courts 
and how they function. The author critical cer- 
tain canons ethics the American Bar Association. 
critical the power judges jury cases. Some 
his illustrations are indelicate, not vulgar. 


Pointing out the likelihood that almost any reader may 
involved accident and become party litigant, 
the author stresses the need prudence dealing with 
insurance adjusters, the wisdom choosing competent 
counsel; discusses contingent fees, the necessity mak- 
ing full disclosure the facts, adequate prepara- 
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tion, starting the action time, the service 
papers, court room demeanor and the intricacies 
procedure. 
Chapters are devoted the distinction between 
ordinary claim for damages and those employee 
for workmen’s compensation, for injury ship, 
pages are devoted the difficulties involved mal- 
practice suits against doctors. word added about 
the necessity having adequate insurance and 
understanding the coverage actually obtained. 
Anyone who enjoys reading about court room incidents, 
the strategy counsel the various situations that 
may arise lawyer’s work-a-day world, will find this 
book interesting and times provocative. 

John Murphy, Judge, 

District Court, 

Northeast Pennsylvania District 


Lohbeck, Don Patrick Hurley 


Regnery. Jan. 513p. $6.50. 

This biography Patrick Hurley excellent 
example poor publishing. Although the printing 
and the paper are superior quality, the fine form 
wasted grossly inferior substance. 

Pat Hurley was and still interesting character. 
Born great poverty 1883, raised pioneer Indian 
territory, Pat self-made millionaire whose private 
law practice reached the high levels negotiating with 
heads nations over expropriated oil properties. This 
rich private life was mixed with participation Repub- 
lican politics, climaxed service Hoover’s cabinet 
Secretary War and, during World War II, 
personal ambassador many missions and 
our regular ambassador China. Pat also saw active 
military service World War and was unsuccess- 
ful candidate for elective office four close races, being 
very narrowly defeated for the Senate twice. 
believe his biographer, here elsewhere shy 
documentation, Pat twice refused the opportunity 
Vice-Presidential candidate, turning down Repub- 
licans 1932 and F.D.R. 1944. would-be biog- 
rapher has abundant supply colorful and exciting 
material. 

But this particular biographer has completely bungled 
this wonderful opportunity. Pat Hurley might ap- 
prove, because this book permeated with prejudices 
attributed him. When subject has strong preju- 
dices his biographer should more than merely repeat 
them with great intensity without any objective analysis. 


Pat Hurley was strong-minded man with great regard 
for his own judgments, had order 
achieve great personal success. his biographer 
correct, Pat also inclined believe that nearly all 
who disagree with him are willing dupes members 
some wicked conspiracy. quoted telling 
F.D.R. that there were “more pro-Communists the 
State Department than (there are) pro-Americans.” 
There little distinction between the alleged con- 
spiratorial groups; but there doubt that all who 
disagreed with Hurley were not pro-American. 

The greater part the book concerned with Hurley’s 
experiences China. Hurley had running battle 


Best 


marauding 
pathetic 
witl 
The 
probabil 
done and 


with all who thought that the Chinese 
troops should fight the Japanese instead being 
stationed minimize the Chinese Communists, who 
turn said they wanted arms fight the 
This story has already been well told 
documented The China Tangle Herbert Feis, with 
which the author has demonstrated greater familiarity 
than acknowledges. The rest the book 
talizing; the wealth available material obvious 
poorly developed. 

Great care should exercised prevent the 
from using this book form their own opinions. The 
author uses footnotes, but properly only outward 
form. The grossest statements are completely un. 
documented and the most controversial 
are cited they were the indisputable authorities, 


This book may appeal the extremists among 
“Pro-America Party” liners; but otherwise worse 
than waste good paper. Worst all, 
authorized biography may prevent the virtues and 
accomplishments Pat Hurley’s wonderful and full 
life from receiving the consideration recognition 
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John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 
The Assassin 


Jepson, Selwyn 

Lippincott. 256p. $3.00. 
During World War II, John Farr had served with the 
British Intelligence Service. had met young 
Sanger Paris the eve the German 
later recommended him agent for undercover 
work Paris, only find him intractable and traitor 
who deliberately betrayed several his fellows their 
death. But Sanger was presumed dead. were 
alive, Farr was the only one who knew him well enough 
recognize him. When someone shot Farr after 
had been asked help track down Sanger, Farr 
quit his job and began the perilous task tracking 
down his would-be assassin. wife trying 
get rid him she can marry wealthy Parry Rust. 
Farr helped Angela Favell, with whom falls 
love. Except for the casual assumption that divorce 
can smooth all the paths happy marriage, this 
well-plotted suspense thriller adults can enjoy. 


Brackett, Leigh The Tiger Among 
(Crime Club Selection) Jan. 10, 1957. 
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This chiller uncomfortably realistic its assump- 
tions and details juvenile 
moving from sadistic bullying murders beating 
that calculated scare the daylight out most 
readers. Walter Sherris, accountant with steel 
firm small town near Youngstown, Ohio, mis 
taken one night lonely road near the factory offices 
for bum gang young hoodlums and beaten 
almost death. Permanently lamed, sets out, 
when released from the hospital, uncover the 
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marauding “tiger among us,” and has almost 
until more less proves sym- 
pathetic detective that his beating part pattern 
similar crimes against derelicts and others. His, to- 
with his frightened wife’s adventures before the 
are caught are hair-raising their credibility. 
The average crime-fiction fan may find this too close 
probability for enjoyment; but very competently 
done and raises most pertinent problem. 


Walsh, Maurice Danger Under the Moon 
lippincott. 224p. $3.00. 


few doubted that David Daunt had killed his cousin, 
Robin Daunt, for witness saw him the scene the 
and other finger-prints but his were the 
that fired the fatal bullet. had motive, too, 
for was deeply love with Rose Harrington whom 
Robin had married and treated very cruelly. Since 
was premeditation, however, was sent 
and after nine years was released. 
lrome Farley, the police superintendent the district 
County Kerry, where David lived, had carefully 
rad the testimony the trial and theorized (1) that 
David had taken the blame because believed that 
Robin’s wife had killed her husband; (2) that she had 
not done so; (3) that dangerous criminal was there- 
fore still large, and would try get rid David 
possible. 
Whodunit readers will delighted the series 
adventures that followed when the ex-convict 
home, and the ingenious trick which the 
murderer was trapped and made confess. the 
entimental side, there mother’s unshaken faith 
her son’s innocence, and how David and his youthful 
weetheart repaired the damage that his imprisonment 
had done their lives. sleuth, Jerome Farley 
inferior Nero Wolf, Perry Mason, and Hercule 
and hope that Maurice Walsh will bring 
him into some his future books. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

Santa Maria University, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
Jardin, Rosamund 
lippincott. 192p. $2.50. 
This latest Tobey Heydon story takes Tobey “col- 
series sorority activities, dates and weekends 
devoid classes and books, where professors 
tests play part; but petting and kindred famili- 
abound. While Tobey’s feelings for her high 
boy friend stand the test and prove “the 
wal thing,” her findings college life are superficial 
ind represent the wishful thinking shallow readers. 
Sister Angelisse, I.H.M., 
West Side Central Catholic S., 
Kingston, Pennsylvania 


The Real Thing 


Walsh Jardin Durrell Gault Hobart 
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*Durrell, Gerald The Drunken Forest 
Illustrated Ralph Thompson. Viking. 238p. $3.75. 


This fascinating account the adventures 
experienced naturalist and his young bride six 
months’ expedition Argentina and Paraguay, where 
they captured and cared for numerous small animals 
and birds with the plan shipping them back Eng- 
lish zoos. Political revolt Asuncion finally made 
impossible transport most the animals. Not the 
least engaging part the story the account the 
frantic planning and devious efforts the gentle cap- 
tors persuade their animal population out the 
cages and back the freedom woods and plain 
whence they came. Armadillos and ant-eaters, tiger 
bitterns and black-faced ibises can get awfully attached 
home, evidently, even when home cage, and 
especially when loco parentis are two persons with 
such respect, affection, gayety and skill handling the 
strange small creatures the earth. 


Description the animals, animal capture, and 
terrain precise and lively. Depiction social back- 
ground and narrative social converse are less skillful 
execution. few places there some lapse 
taste. general the book can recommended, par- 
ticularly the older adolescent who likes genuine 


adventure. 
Clara Glenn, 
St. Thomas Military Academy, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Gault, Campbell 
Dutton. 189p. $2.75. 


Steve overcautious, lacking initiative and fear- 
ful for the future, concerned over his younger brother 
Johnny, whom becoming racing driver like his late 
father more important than college education. 
tricked Johnny and Uncle Fred into accompany- 
ing them racing tour through the Midwest and 
the experience proves beneficial both boys, for 
Johnny begins see the value going college and 
Steve realizes there more life than constant con- 
cern over the future. 


Speedway Challenge 


Speed, hot-rodding, and the craving for excitement are 
social legacy our young people, and society must 
accept the responsibility providing safe channels for 
releasing their energy. Organized auto clubs for teen- 
agers, presented the author this thrill-packed 
racing story, which bound appeal young high 
school boys, are partial solution the problem. 


Brother Paul, 
Mount Saint Joseph College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Hobart, Lois Palette for Ingrid 


Messner. 188p. $2.95 


Armed with scholarship the Art Students League, 
New York, Ingrid Carlsen Minneapolis has her foot 
the first step toward realization her ambition 
become accepted, recognized artist. Self-reliant and 
determined, she has wisely fitted herself yearlier ex- 
helpful positions, and able thereby 
earn part her expenses. Her personality happy 
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factor endearing people her and winning staunch 
friends. The contrasts environmental influences be- 
tween Bruno, the New York architect, and Bill, the 
salesman back home, provide the romantic interest. 
Young people various art interests make backdrop 
for achievements these media. pattern hard 
work for the concomitant success very plausibly un- 
folded. Young readers will impressed the fact 
that, while talent first, personal adaptability and ade- 
quate training are equal importance. all makes 
fairly well-balanced story which reviews brief out- 
line the many facets career painting and allied 
commercial improvement over the writer’s 
earlier book, this may useful vocational material 
field not yet over-written. 

Claire Lettieri, 

Dunmore Senior High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Janes, Edward Trouble Clear Lake 


Macrae. 220p. $2.75. 

young biologist his first job research the 
loss fish lake the northwoods vacation coun- 
try), young storekeeper the village for friend 
our hero and most intelligent dog for pal, crusty 
factory owner who must persuaded adjust his 
policies the needs conservation, the wealthy man’s 
interesting daughter, ring counterfeiters operating 
through lakeside characters and flood 
and devastation, mysterious signaling night, the ran- 
sacking files, trysts with agent, and narrow 
escape from pursuit and death, all make the course 
this tale. will absorbing fare for the less mature 
reader high school. The story has merit plot 
construction and suspense. Its characters are stereo- 
types. Aside from bit gratuitous and awkwardly 
inserted propaganda federal aid for flood control, 
and adverse characterization government agency 
and politicians their general conduct, the book 
positive its moral values. may used the 
school library for its vocational interest and for con- 
servation units. Its main appeal out-of-doors adven- 
ture, and will liked especially boys. 


Clara Glenn 


Johnson, Alexander 
Dodd. Nov. 1956. 245p. $2.75. 
Her grandfather’s will had made possible for Lucy 
Culbert attend finishing school the East, where 
she built glowing picture life her parents’ 
ranch—the Indian houseworkers, the cowboys singing 
around campfires, and their beautifully trained mounts. 
Her return home jolted her back everyday realities, 
and later the summer when her best school friend 
came unexpectedly spend month with her Lucy 
was caught her own web. The mystery rescued 
“hobo,” Lucy’s facing and overcoming the false 
impression she had given her friend, the wholesome 
family life and recreations the ranch, while not 
particularly original, make this entertaining reading. 
Sister Ildephonse, 
Academy Our Lady, 
Chicago, 
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Janes Johnson Lisitzky Lobeck Ludden 
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Lisitzky, Gene 

Four Ways Being Human; 

duction Anthropology 
Illustrated Falls. Viking. Dec. 1956. 
$4.50. 
the conviction that study the cultures othe 
peoples lead tolerance and the adoption 
beneficial institutions and ways, besides teaching 
live together, the author describes the cultures 
four contemporary primitive civilizations. These repre 
sent black, yellow, brown and red people, 
widely separated the globe, all responding with ip. 
genuity and inventiveness their environmental chal. 
lenges: The Semang Negrito tribe Malay 
Siam), the Polar Eskimos, the Pacific Maoris, and th: 
Hopis the Colorado Plateau. Fascinating 
about probable origins, clothing, food, housing, 
relationships within the tribe and with other tribes, 
and religion, are provided lively, readable fashion, 
vast amount information has been condensed 
interesting and carefully selected details. Though 
thropology has yet only limited introduction into 
most high curricula, the book 
stimulating (the illustrations are very striking) 
peal the intellectually curious older student. 
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Lobeck, Armin 

Things Maps Don’t Tell Us: Adventur 

Into Map Interpretation 
Macmillan. Nov. 5,1956. 159p. $4.95. are 
Here the perfect supplementary aid sho 
physical geography. means double maps 
coast lines, islands, rivers, lakes and cities, the scer 
shows the usual geographic details the whic 
side the page (at the same time posing the brings 
why such conditions exist); and the 
page gives the geologic explanation how and 
conditions came be, accompanied cross-section 
other formational pictures. Preceding the whole 
double-page outline map the world, locating the 
areas covered the following maps. One notes thet 
the larger number regional maps are for places 
the United States. Though only half the page given 
text each instance, the content not the 
reading for the untutored, hence the book will 
more useful place adjunct the classroom than 
free reading. concluding page (“More 
swered Problems”) provocative the questions 
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Ludden, Allen Plain Talk for Women Under 21! 
Dodd. Oct. 177p. $2.75. 


Companion volume the author’s earlier book for 
boys, this disarming, sensible, straightforward, big 
brother talk with girls such subjects going steady 
(he against it), pickup dates (ditto), managing 
reckless driver, educating parents, kissing first date 
(he doesn’t condemn it), marrying 17, and other 
topics important girls. Moral implications not 
enter into the discussion. The author radio-TV 
broadcaster program for young people. His book 
indicates knows young people well, and knows 
talk them. 


adjustm 
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Montgomery, Rutherford 

Claim Jumpers Marble Canyon 
William Moyers. Knopf. Oct. 15, 1956. 
$2.50. 


Uncle Jonas old hand prospecting, first for gold, 
then radium, and now, accompanied two nephews 
uranium. Just they are about “strike rich,” 
daim jumpers descend upon them and Uncle Jonas 
disappears under very mysterious circumstances. When 
the local sheriff refuses help, the boys, working the 
theory that the claim jumpers have kidnapped their 
uncle, seek out and find the thugs’ hideout, rescuing 
Uncle Jonas and helping the arrest the claim 
The spice the old West this story 
modern prospecting. Though the old mule replaced 
jeep and the prospector’s pan the Geiger 
junior high boys will find this enjoyable 
and adventurous story. 
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Brother Paul, C.F.X. 


Prisoner the Circle 
209p. 


Decorations Brummett Echohawk. Longmans. 


for active plot involving Eastern boy 
first contact with the Cheyenne Indian reserva- 
frustrating and discouraging picture reserva- 
tion life general. Their old tribal ways lost, modern 
Indians have not yet adjusted the white man’s world, 
are not welcome anyway. interesting 
shows the white boy lost overnight and rescued 
Indian boy with whom becomes friend. 
Other scenes show tribal rituals, horse races, 
which uses the host’s yearly income 
brings quarrels and knifing, All-American 
Indian celebration when various tribes parade and com- 
and for good measure raging forest fire. Sym- 
but realistic treatment, this fair, honest 
Easy read and bit contrived its conclusion 
(particularly the case the Indian “bad” boy), 
enjoyed boys from junior high up. 
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Island Exile 


Nielsen, Jean 
250p. $2.75. 


Aremote and peaceful island the San Juans, off the 
wast Washington, the setting for this quiet little 
Maggie Jerrold who, because her father thought 
sick mother would recover more quickly such 
spent long, busy and pleasant winter 
there, spite fearful anticipations the contrary. 
The matriarch helped Maggie take hold; the 
brothers helped, too. But Maggie’s friendship 
vith the new “schoolmarm” and with Sarah Beavers- 
Indian girl, made the biggest difference. The 
tory has sound message for girl readers, the score 
adjustments generously made 
carried out. They will read with pleasure 
Maggie’s success coping with housekeeping 
under pioneer conditions. 
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Patterson, Frances Taylor 
The Long Shadow; The Story St. Jean 
Brebeuf 

Sheed. Oct. 17, 1956. 288p. $3.25. 


Freely rendered from official documents and authentic 
secondary sources, with much dialog and occasional 
incident interpolated, this account the young Jesuit 
known for his illustrious ancestry, flair for languages, 
and weak lungs, who 1626 came the pioneer set- 
his story and that the other Jesuit martyrs who suf- 
fered before and after him. contains wealth 
information about Indian life, the same time that 
catches the essence the missionaries’ dedication and 
steadfastness. Influenced perhaps the documents 
which based, fails rise climax, however, 
and times exceedingly slow reading. Older ado- 
lescents, kindled something the fervor which per- 
meated these early Jesuits, should respond whole- 
heartedly. 


Rush, Philip The Minstrel Knight 
Drawings Joe Krush. Bobbs. Dec. 1956. 256p. $2.75. 


According the author, this tale 13th-century 
English outlaw-knight based Anglo-Norman 
poem the same period, now the British Museum. 
concerns Fulk Fitz-Warin genuine historical figure) 
and his six brothers who, when King John refused 
them the rightful possession Whittington Castle, 
revoked their oaths allegiance and for three years 
preyed upon the King’s men and possessions. Like 
Robin Hood, they were faithful their principles and 
never attacked robbed any but the King’s men. Un- 
fortunately, Fulk had three times disregarded call 
the monastic life, when the castle was eventually 
surrendered the out-maneuvred King, Fulk was 
stricken blind. Without preachiness, the author under- 
scores the lesson that disobedience God’s will and 
the attempt overcome evil with evil bring only 
punishment. The notion,” 
calls Fulk’s repentance over having killed innocent 
people war, integral part the original tale, 
assures us. 


Characters are not well-rounded one could wish. 
nor does the period come alive should, spite 
occasional period details and the sturdy, virile drawings 
Joe Krush. The story moves along brisk pace, 
however, and adventurous episode follows episode 
epic fashion, with generous allotment dialog. 
Readers who have met Robin Hood and the Arthurian 
romances will like the book and glad know 


” 


*Skelton, Peter, comp. Animals All 
Illustrated Albert Orbaan; Foreword 
Williams. Day. Oct. 253p. $3.75. 

Peter Skelton has compiled collection stories about 
animals some the best known authors this 
field. Included are works Ernest Thompson Seton, 
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Jack London, Albert Payson Terhune, and “Elephant 
Bill” Williams. times poignant and picturesque, 
but always colorful, exciting and exhilarating, the tales 
dogs, cats, porcupines, squirrels, zebras, horses, ele- 
phants, falcons and even bees, which make this fine 
anthology are always true nature and never descend 
personification other embodiment human traits. 
The black and white illustrations are excellent, and the 
format good. This must for boys high school 
age, but readers the other sex and even those not 
particularly devoted animals will enjoy the book. 
Adults should find most interesting. least this 


one did. 
Sister Anna Daniel, 
Mt. St. Dominic Academy, 
Caldwell, New Jersey 
Swift, Heien Miller Chocolate Soda 
Longmans. 216p. $3.00. 


This tale, neither smooth nor delectable its 
title would infer, the story Ellie Randolph’s senior 
year small New England town. She dislikes work- 
ing her father’s Sweet Shoppe and magnifies out 
all proportion her so-called hardships. Her one desire 
get away from all attending college away from 
home, but this impossible because lack funds. 
Urged interested, patiently understanding teacher 
and friends much nicer than she, Ellie applies for 
scholarship school journalism. She finally evi- 
dences faint stirrings maturity. 


One brief passage symptomatic the lack spiritual 
depth the characters. When Ellie’s father and 
brother delayed severe hurricane, Ellie and 
her mother try quell their fears walking through 
the house and singing and “they even prayed for all 
them.” negative approach, shallowness character, 
hackneyed theme and mediocrity handling are 
the ingredients this rather insipid concoction. 
harmless, but time could better spent reading some- 


thing worthwhile. 
Sister Anna Daniel, O.P. 


The Open Book 


Whitney, Pamela, ed. 
Kenedy. Oct. 18, 1956. 


Illustrated Marcia Lane Foster. 
222p. $3.75. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 


SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 
Return Postage 


COLLEGEVILLE, 


atite 


Swift Whitney Williams 


ST. UNIVERSITY 


miscellany Biblical comment, retold 
stories, poems, spiritual advice, carols with 
scores, and suggestions for observing holy days 
other feast days. Most useful section, perhaps, 
One, Phillipa Craig, with its advice how 
the Bible. index, hence librarians would need 
know the contents well order use them. seem 
however, not much book borrowed from 
library and read during stipulated time, one 
own and read home when the mood 
could entice young person into dipping into the 
and make what reads there better understood. 


Sister Angelisse, 


VoL. 16, 


Williams, Beryl, and Epstein, Samuel 
Francis Marion, Swamp Fox the 
Messner. Oct. 192p. map. $2.95. 


straightforward, factual biography the 
tionary guerilla-hero who “never commanded 
his own name that could called important,” 
whose name became legend among British 
patriots alike. credited with saving 
from invasion 1776, the first major contest th: 
Revolution; with routing Major Gainey’s forces 
Britton’s Neck, with defeating Captain 
forces with harassing British 
Loyalist communications and cutting off supplies; 
with being General Greene’s chief support 
fighting. The authors pay tribute, well, 
ability attract and shape raw, voluntary recruits whi 
served without pay, provided their own food 
weapons and usually their ammunition well. Bette 
readers will appreciate the even, 
tive and the authors’ ability withstand the 
tion make their book story-biography, even though 
the account never takes dramatic tension. 
verdict his place history agrees almost 
with that other writers though mention mad 
here Marion’s being jealous authority. However 
his indignant comment the exclusion the 
Army from the grand re-entry into Charleston, 
because the regular army thought the partisans wer 
too raggedly dressed show well, indicates the 
resentment could show when his men were slighted. 


Keyes, 
Messner. 
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